Delaney Project – South Parcel

Stow MA

Summary:  An hour-long, moderately easy ramble through woodland, meadow and wetland habitats, offering a corresponding variety of flora and fauna, including lady slippers and blackberries, turtles and snakes sunning themselves, and great blue herons fishing or gliding overhead.

Occasional briefly steep sections.

Trailhead Location: Parking for several cars is available on both sides of Finn Road, just west of the Harvard-Stow border.  This hike starts from the south side of the road.

Quick Guide

1. Take trail from south side of street, past a metal gate at west end of roadside parking area.

2. Bear right at Intersection A, then left at B across meadow.

3. Bear right and downhill at C, heading back into the woods.  

4. Enter another open meadow, and continue straight at D.

5. Bear left at E, just before trail dips sharply down to Delaney floodplain.

6. Bear right at F, then left and steeply downhill at a Y-junction.

7. Cross a stream, then bear right at G.

8. Left at T-junction by water’s edge.  Continue parallel to shore.

9. After trail dips down to water level, then rises again, turn right at H and return to parking area.

Detailed Hike Description 

· From the west end of the roadside parking area, walk past a metal gate heading south and, soon, uphill.  Continue on the main trail after it levels, as other trails head off to either side.  Lady slippers grace the area in spring.

· As a trail comes in from the left, bear right (Intersection A on map).  Shortly thereafter, bear left at a Y-junction (B on map), following a narrow trail across an open meadow.

· After passing a stone fence, bear right and downhill at a Y-junction (C), heading back into the woods.  Cross a stream draining one wetland area into another, noting the dramatic habitat change that takes place in just a few paces.  Wildflowers line the path as it rises into a drier area of mixed hardwoods, on a wide path with a moderate uphill slope.

· Past another stone fence, you head into another open meadow.  As the undergrowth closes in to narrow the meadow, continue straight at a Y-junction (D).  As you cross a stone fence gap to another junction, continue straight into another open area.  

· Just before the trail ahead dips sharply downhill into the Delaney dam’s floodplain (E), bear left onto a narrow trail curving into the woods.

· Continue straight through a stone fence gap to join a path coming uphill on the right at a sharp angle.  The trail is briefly very wide and level.  At the immediate next junction (F), bear right. 

· Bear left and steeply but briefly downhill at a Y-junction.  Follow the main trail as it levels and curves left.  The trail rolls downhill under tall pines.  Cross a muddy area with a stream flowing through, on the many rocks that stud the wide but shallow flow.

· At the next trail junction after the stream (G), bear right, curving right and slightly downhill into an open area.  The trail becomes wide and pine-needle-carpeted, leading towards the water.  

· At a T-junction near the water’s edge, detour briefly right for a fine view over the reservoir toward the Delaney Dam, then continue left, parallel to the shore.

· Continue to follow the main trail as trails come in from either side.  Where two trails turn sharply left, take the second to continue along above the shore.  The trail soon descends to water level, providing a duck’s-eye view across lily pads and marsh grasses.

· After the trail has risen and turned away from the water, bear right at a trail junction (H).  Skirt a muddy area surrounding a stream before returning to the roadside parking area.
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