Red Acre Woodland

Stow MA

Summary:  A one-hour out-and-back tour of the larger of the two Red Acre parcels, passing through forest and wetlands, over streams and along a ridgeline by a glacial kettle hole.  Generally easy with a short climb up and over a steep ridge; expect muddy and wet areas.  

Trailhead Location: Park along the south side of South Acton Road, just east of Wetherbee Lane, by a gate and a sign for the Red Acre Woodland.

Quick Guide

1. Enter past the gate, and bear right along a clearing to the trail.

2. Follow trail across a collection of boards over a wet area, and then over a long boardwalk.

3. After crossing a small bridge, climb a ridge and follow along its top.

4. Take the first left down off the ridge to a T-junction with a wide trail; turn left.

5. Cross a stream that flows over path and continue out to Red Acre Road.

6. Retrace your path to South Acton Road.

Key Trail Directions and Landmarks

Enter past the gate on South Acton Road.  Bear right along the edge of a clearing to follow the trail into the woods.

The trail soon passes over a collection of boards laid across a muddy area, then curving to the right.

A long boardwalk, decorated with plaques, curves through a wetland.  The trail, now narrow, rises to dry ground and continues through woods with the wetland spread out to the left of the trail.  Note that the open fields visible off to the right are private lands – stay on the trail.

A short bridge crosses a rock-studded stream, then rises to run along a glacial ridge with a glacial kettlehole to the right.

As you reach the crest of the ridge, begin looking for a trail to the left and take it carefully down the steep side of the ridge.

The trail soon meets a wider path, and an AT&T right of way.  Turn left.

The trail rolls gently through a mix of deciduous and evergreen trees and undergrowth, with occasional muddy areas.  Where a stream flows across the trail, well-placed logs provide a way across.

The trail ends with a slope up to a metal gate at Red Acre Road.  

Retrace your path to return to South Acton Road.
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